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Canberra is no longer simply a boring haunt for the nation’s

politicians and public servants. With new cultural and creative

developments like the Molonglo Group’s Hotel Hotel and the

New Acton precinct, it is a destination well worth revisiting.
1l Tridente gets behind the wheel of a Quattroporte Diesel for
. a short break to explore the new cool Canberra
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espite being the nation’s capital,

Canberra  has never had a
reputation as a particularly exciting
place to visit,

Sure there might be a bit of action in the

House during parliamentary sitting terms and
there is no shortage of national monuments
and institutions to help visitors try to get
a sense of who we are but beyond that,
Canberra's appeal as a destination for a short
break starts to fade.
Canberrans might point to the lack of people,
traffic, and generally high quality of life as
reason enough to make the city their home,
but for visitors it has definitely been lacking in
the excitement factor.

It is perhaps, a consequence of the city
itself having been somewhat artificially
created. Unlike Australia’s other major centres
that have grown and evolved organically
over the past 200-odd years, Canberra
came into existence via Section 125 of the
C h of Australia Consti Act
1900 and an X marks the spot location.

Basically, because at the time of Federation,
Melbourne and Sydney were never going to
agree on which should be the country’s capital,
the powers that be decided to build a new
city from scratch somewhere in between.

By 1911, the ACT was mapped out and the
following year, US-based landscape architect
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Walter Burley Griffin and his wife Marion won
the international competition to design the
city. Needless to say, there was criticism of
the design so the final approved design for
the city combined elements of Burley Griffin's
plan, -along with some from the Finnish and
French teams that rounded out the top three,
together with the Australian design team of
Griffiths, Coulter and Caswell.

The end result was actually a very well-
designed city for its purpose with its distinct
zones and efficient road system. Griffin's
vision also took advantage of the natural
surroundings complete with a massive man-
made lake to give it all a very pleasant outlook.

One hundred years on, the city remains
a superb example of efficient, well ordered
and aesthetically pleasing urban planning but
up until recently, it still seemed to lack soul.
The sort of soul that comes from people
coming together to eat, drink, and enjoy
culture and the arts.

Canberra home to

may be many.

magnificent cultural institutions with plenty

But in the past decade the winds of change
have blown through Canberra with areas
like Braddon sprouting cool cafes, bars and
microbreweries and bespoke fashion boutiques.

The crowning glory of Canberra’s new cool
attitude is perhaps, however, the nearby New
Acton development by the Molonglo Group
on the edge of Lake Burley Griffin.

Home to apartment and office
developments, restaurants, bars, galleries,
a Palace Cinema and the designer Hotel
Hotel, the entire development is an
outstanding example of what can happen
when serious creativity and commercial
development come together.

Not simply a collection of inspired
architecture and planning, the whole area
and especially Hotel Hotel, showcases the
efforts of a massive collaboration that has
created a fascinating designer space just
made for socialising,

There is nothing clean and minimalist
about this designer space however, and from

the minute you walk through the airlock with
-

housedinii recognised building:
showcasing the cutting-edge architecture
of their time like the Shine Dome (1959),
High Court (1980), Gallery of

Australia (1982) and new Parliament House,

National

but it has struggled to actually develop a

culture of its own.

its p metal cladding into the main
reception/bar/lounge area, you are greeted
by the warm buzz of life being lived
According to Tracy Atherton, General
Manager of Hotel Hotel, that was very much
the idea with the hotel designed not just

for guests, but also as a public space for
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HOTEL HOTEL MEANDER|
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