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f the true definition stainability is
the triple-pronged approach of social,
economic and environmental concerns,
then C Hotel Hotel ticks off
all three criteria and more. More than an accommo
dation offering, Hotel Hotel is the product of a broad
and talented community. Located across two floors
of the Nist
edge of the New Acton prec
Hotel involved a c:
year gestation period, including architects, creative

nberra’s ne:

which sits on the we:
n Canberra, Hotel

buildin

ern

of hundreds during its three-

ner makers and

directors, interior designers, desi
artists, all overseen by the inspirational Efkarpidis
brothers, Johnathan and Nectar

As the directors of Molonglo Group, Johnathan
r spearheaded the transformation of New
city block on the edge of Canberra’s CBD
¢ overlooks Lake Burley Griffin and boasts
heart heritage buildings from 1927. The brothers
 themselves as ‘active landlords’ and believe that
cultural activities - like an outdoor cinema in the
central courtyard in summer, and an
itions - are crucial to the success o
rct. Developed in stages, New Acton E:
completed in 2008, New Acton South in 2010,
Nishi - the final stage - finished in 2013/14.

Like all of the major new buildings on the site,
Nishi was designed by Melbourne architects Fender
triangular form conceals a central
key to its environmental performance,

atits

allery with

Katsalidi

atrium that i
and the structure con
commercial offices an
ents, the hotel

ur main parts

ground floor retail, 220

an eight-screen

Across New Acton, it is sometimes

re deliberately

cial stakeholdings
in some of the food and beverage tena
A Bakerand Moc: ¥
of local, seasonal and handmade can be found in all of

the culinary offerings, including at Hotel Hotel, where
are overseen by head chef Sean M

s on local can be

e _ observed in every aspect of Hotel Hotel, which could
arpidis creative

o

he pir

s ouRR b e,
Yoo, libraryand secret e
cden: the bar and lounge is ashowease for environmental design, but the social

jration and endeavour. The Nist

economic factors are just as important through
outthisambitious project.

onthe ground
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“More than an accommodation
offering, Hotel Hotel is the product
of a broad and talented community.

RACHAEL BERNSTONI

”»

From a green perspective, the Nishi apartments were
designed with passive solar at the fore, and feature
cross-flow ventilation, thermal mass in walls and
floors, and no air-conditioning. The hotel interiors

were decorated with locally sourced made

furniture and objects under the curatorship
of Nectar Efkarpidis and Sydney-based set designer
Don Cameron, sothat the benefits of the development

flowed through local creative industries.
The rooms feature vintage Australian furniture
and lighting sourced by mid-century specialist

Ken Neale; glass carafes and drinking v
recycled from empty wine and beer bottles by Amos
Enders-Moje; original artwork was bought from local
graduate and practicing artists; and rather than
tiny, fiddly plastic bottles of toiletries, the bathrooms
boast large dispensers of Aesop products in showers,
baths and beside hand basins.

And with its various room types and sizes, Hotel

Hotel offers a range of different experiences for week

end or business travellers, whether staying alone

or with a partner or friend. “Depending on your
mood and needs, you can face out to the light on a
business trip, or if youre in a recreational mood, you
can enjoy the moodiness of the rooms overlooking
the fern garden,” Efkarpidis sa

. “Because people
are paying us repeat visits, they can choose different
ime.”

experiences ea
While Johna
he says the underlying theme for the hotel’s creative

han considers himself a hotel junkie,

ic was more vernacular than five-star. “The

inspiration didn’t come out of staying in hotels,

although I enjoy different types of hotels for differ

reasons,” he e

plains. “The hotel is meant to repr
‘home’ and the idea of the Australian ‘shack’, which
is why 90 percentof the rooms’ cont

Australian-made.

The project provided an incredible opportunity
to uncarth and exploit local creatives, he adds. “If
yowve been brought up in Canberra, eve
this perception that it can be boring and sterile, and

yone has

often when you grow up and finish school, you want
to leave and go somewhere else,” he laughs. “But there
is a lot of talent here. Before we started developing
projects we didn’t realise how much good talent there
is in Canberra; we wanted to harness some of that
inthe hotel.”

Sitting in the downstairs lobby with Johnathan
and Hotel Hotel manager Tracey Atherton - who

anaged Hyatt hotels and Aman resorts before

ning this project 18 months ahead of its launch - she
draws my attention around the room. “There’s a story
in everything,” she says. “Nectar found the trunks

a market in Mumbai, the tables were created

as part of the Broached furniture program, there

is Australian vintage furniture everywhere you look:
it’s so different from a hotel where every room has
the same picture.”

The long gestation and highly bespoke nature
of this project obviously cost more to create than
a typical hotel, Johnathan concedes, but he says that
in some cases, budget was simply
“Take that tiled art wall

n the lobby bar,” he says.
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“Everyone in the office helped to put it up, I did one
tile, and members of our team did lots more. We just
took the money that we would have paid a builder
to create a wall and gave it to an artist to create an
installation The lobby bar with its kitchen
overseen by Sean McConnell is already attracting
ange of visitors, Efkarpidis says. “Once
are fully occupied, this space will

nstead.

a broad
the apartment
attract residents as well as hotel guests, and with the
ic Cinema downstairs, we think this will

Palace Ele
become like people’s lounge room, not your typical
hotel lobby.”

an approach that is already paying dividends
During my visit, just three

in terms of occupan
months after Hotel Hotel opened in December 2013,
Atherton said five of the guests checking in that night
were repeat visitors: one was about to commence his
tenth stay. “The feedback - via the guest surveys and
on TripAdvisor - has been extremely good,” she says.
“And we are excited that there are still more layers
to come, with the full kitchen, a hair salon and other
new tenants all scheduled to open soon. As they come

online, the whole dream comes to life.

So while Hotel Hotel is a beautiful place to stay
in Canberra, with quirky details that clevate the
experience from drab to delightful, it's much more
than that. IUs the embodiment of a new era where
the focus is on green design, slow food, social

engagement, responsible consumption, doing-more
with-less, reducing, reusing and recycling, promoting
creative endeavour and celebrating the ordinary.
Inshort, it’s sustainability, available toall, for the price

ofanightlyrate.

Rachacl Bernstone s a freelancewriter
onarchitecture and design based in Sydney.
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